	Group Name
	Exeter Outdoor Group
	No in Group
	
	Leader/Contact Details
	
	Date
	

	Distance  & Route Summary 
	Approx 13km.  Lustleigh, A382, Bullaton Farm, Bullaton Cross/Trenchford Reservoir, Tottiford Reservoir, Clampitt, Laployd Plantation, Kennick Reservoir, Smithacott Cross, Lower Elsford, Kelly Cross, Lustleigh.  One moderate ascent (125m over 700m) at the start and a similar descent at the end.  A mixture of open farmland, paths, tracks, bridle ways and country lanes.  At times you will be walking immediately adjacent to deep water in the reservoirs.  There may well be livestock (cattle, sheep, horses) in the fields near the start and end of the walk.
NB 
Distances are estimates based on pacing;


Bearings are initial at the relevant point so may change soon after you start walking from that point.

	Guide Time
	5.5 hours.

	Map Used
	OS Explorer 110 – Torquay & Dawlish Newton Abbot.  (Edition B revised for significant change 2003.)

	GR (Start)
	SX785814
	GR (Finish) or ‘Circular’
	Circular

	Other Contacts
	


	From
	GR
	To
	GR
	Bearing (°M)
	Notes

	1.  Lustleigh
	SX785814
	A382
	SX795818
	130
	Start the walk at the monument on the green in front of the church.  With the church behind you, walk downhill to the left on 130°, passing two thatched cottages on the left and the Gospel Hall on the right.  Cross a stream (which may be dry in the summer) and follow a short tarmac track for a few metres which turns right then immediately left to go under a bridge with a stream on the right.  After 200m from the bridge you’ll come to a large, white, thatched cottage on the left (having passed Lustleigh’s playing field on the left).  Follow the road round to the left of the cottage on 40° and walk up the gentle slope to join another road after 80m.  Turn left on 2° and after 140m you will come to a slightly staggered cross roads/junction.  Take the first right (signed as a no through road) on 112°.  After 35m turn left on 25° onto the path signed “Public footpath country road near Kelly”.  After 150m go through two wooden gates a few metres apart – the second has a stile to the right.  Carry straight on keeping the high hedge to the left.  After 85m you pass a large tree to your right which has (faded) yellow path markers on it.  Turn right here on 92° into a field, crossing a short stretch of boardwalk.  (From here until the A382 there may be livestock in the fields.)  After 80m cross into the next field.  Cross it diagonally to the left corner on 84° - about another 80m.  Here, cross the substantial stile and turn left immediately on 56° keeping the hedge to your left.  Carry on into the next field on 40°.  At the top left corner of the field go through the gate and cross the A382.

	2.  A382
	SX795818
	Bullaton Cross
	SX804824
	16
	Having crossed the A382 you will see the sign “Public bridle path Bullaton for reservoirs”.  Take the path on 16° going through the gate and start to climb.  This is the stiffest ascent of the walk through woodland gaining about 125m over the next 700m.  After 100m you will come to a twin sign, both directing to Bullaton with one sign offering an easier route.  There really isn’t much difference and both paths merge further on.  Take your pick!  Depending on the season you may see squirrels and deer.  Just after the paths merge you’ll see a derelict stone building on the left.  30m pas the building you go through a wooden gate.  Another 50m and the path levels for a few metres and zig zags – right then left – this is signed.  The path then widens a little, still climbing.  As the path starts to level it curves to the right and you come to the edge of the woodland and a gate with a “PATH” sign at its left.  This is not a bad place to catch your breath and have a quick cuppa.  Go through the gate and cross the field on 84°.  At the other side of the field go through the gate.  You will soon see Bullaton farm buildings ahead and to the right.  Go through a second gate after 50m and then a third gate which is usually open.  Join the concrete farm track turning left and start a gentle climb.  Continue on this track until you join the lane at a T junction.  Turn right on 110° and after 225m you come to Bullaton Cross, having passed Bullaton Cottage on the right.

	3.  Bullaton Cross
	SX804824
	Foot bridge at Tottiford Reservoir
	SX811833
	
	At Bullaton cross, you’ll see the car park and picnic area at Trenchford Reservoir.  Turn right immediately and  walk with a high hedge to your right, and a lane on the other side of the hedge.  After 80m you pass a small building and sluice gates.  Carry on until you reach the gate.  Turn left to join the road on 54° and continue with Trenchford reservoir on your left.  About 475m past the reservoir pier, you will reach the junction of Trenchford and Tottiford reservoirs where the road turns to the left to pass between the two.  Turn right on 90° and you will see a car parking area to the right and some picnic benches to the left.  Go through the picnic area and get onto the path next to the water (the water should be on your left.)  Follow the path around the reservoir until you reach the footbridge after about 950m.  

	4.  Foot bridge at Tottiford Reservoir
	SX811833
	Smithacott Cross
	SX795844
	50
	At the FB, bisecting Tottiford and Kennick (the third reservoir) take a right turn to start a gentle ascent into woodland on 50° signed “Public footpath”.  The path curves upward and to the left before straightening.  After about 180m, take the path to the left on 306° signed “Public footpath to road near Kennick reservoir”.  Adders have been sighted along this stretch.  After 270m follow the “PATH” sign round to the right on 36°.  After 215m you come to the road.  Cross over and rejoin the path signed “Public footpath” on 10°.  After 240m the path descends and meets another path as a T junction.  Turn right on 86°.  After 220m join the bridleway and after a few metres turn left signed “Bridleway” on 330°.  This is quite a wide track.  After 185m bear left on 266° passing a small plaque marking the Clampitt Burial Ground.  The sign is to “Bridle path Laployd rides”.  After 330m follow the path to the right then immediately to the left signed “Bridle path Laployd ride”.  After 120m cross a small stream and turn left, keeping the open field on your right.  At the end of the field follow the path round to the right, climbing gently, then to the left signed “Bridle path to Laployd ride”.  Very soon you will see Kennick reservoir to the left and after 425m you come to another sign.  Ignore the path to the right and carry straight on (320°) following the sign “Bridleway to Smithacott”.  A few metres on and you’ll find a nice lunch spot on the left by the water.  Strictly speaking, this area is for anglers only.  Continue along the path through the small car parking area to meet the road.  Turn left onto the road on 190° and continue to Smithacott Cross at the T junction.

	5.  Smithacott Cross
	SX795844
	Footbridge at the end of Trenchford reservoir.
	SX802831
	130
	At Smithacott Cross turn left on 130° signed “Reservoirs, Hennock, Bovey Tracey”.  After 230m you come to some farm buildings on a corner.  About 40m past the buildings turn right by a metal gate to go into woodlands.  (NB: access here may be changing as the Forestry Commission appear to be clearing and extending some paths – 22/05/2007).  The path may not be obvious but it goes between the conifers and is straight and flat.  After 120m the woodland clears a little, the path curves to the right and descends to join a wider path at a T junction.  Go left on 260° keeping the stone wall and field to your right.  (Deer can sometimes be seen for the next few hundred metres.)  After about 65m go to the left of a clump of four trees and a after a few more metres join another larger path, turning left on 150°.  You will now have a flat walk until you reach a foot bridge at the end of Trenchford Reservoir (SX802831).  After 120m continue straight on ignoring the path turning to the right.  The path narrows here a little; you will have tall conifers on the hill to the left and denser woodland to the right.  After 590m (from the last junction) you will come to two large trees (beech?) which form part of an old boundary wall – seen more clearly to the left.  A nice stop for refreshments.  From here the path becomes less distinct.  Continue in the same direction and after about 100m from the trees you should see or hear the Trenchford Stream to your right.  The stream goes to the reservoir and essentially you want to follow it.  At this stage keep the stream about 10-20m on your right.  (It may be easier to keep closer to the stream but I haven’t tested this.)  About 300m on from the trees you come to another stream at right angles to the path.  At the time of writing there were two substantial fallen trees here and some large boulders.  Cross this stream and rejoin the path, keeping the stream a few metres to the right.  Within 120m of crossing this stream you should see a small, pale brick building with no windows or doors.  Ahead and just to the right is a footbridge.

	6.  Footbridge at the end of Trenchford reservoir.
	SX802831
	Lower Elsford
	
	240
	Turn right on the footbridge on 240°.  After about 10m the path curves to the left and then forks.  The left fork will take you to Trenchford Reservoir and a good photo vantage point.  The right fork continues the walk.  Start to climb on 215° through the woodland.  As the path starts to level there is an open field to the left.  The path is now straight and almost level.   Carry on until you meet the road.  Turn right on 310° and stay on the path with the hedge to your left and the road beyond the hedge.  After 175m you’ll come to a gate where you join the road and turn right on 274°.  The road descends gently and levels out after about 350m.  Turn left onto a track signed Lower Elsford.  NB: The path route has been changed here in recent times, so beware if you are using an older map.  However there is good signage to keep you on the new path.  

	7.  Lower Elsford
	SX792829
	A382 at Kelly Cross
	
	190
	Turn left on 190° towards the buildings at Lower Elsford.  A few metres along, take the left fork and carry on the track, passing holiday accommodation on the right.  The track dips a little then climbs a little and at the crown of the hill there is a large farm building on the left and a box marked ‘post’ on the outside.  From here you can see all the way down to Lustleigh.  One of the residents here is Bruno – a St Bernard dog the size of a small horse.  His chief companion is Maude – a small black and white cat.  Carry on through the gate or over the stile and as the track curves sharply to the right and starts to descend, cross the stile straight ahead of you.  Turn right and follow the short, yellow topped posts which mark the path to the bottom right of this small field.  Cross the stile and follow the path down the side of the valley.  As the path levels you will come to a gate.  Go through it, cross the farm track and follow the path sign diagonally across another small field on 196°.  You should now be able to see/hear the A382.  Keep on the path which descends gently to the A382 at Kelly Cross.

	8.  A382 at Kelly Cross
	SX790820
	Lustleigh
	
	220
	Cross the stile immediately on the other side of the road.  The path goes straight across this field on 220° and you should be able to see the stile and an open gateway to the right on the opposite edge.  Keeping to the right of a dead tree in the middle of the field should help keep you out of the boggy area.  Go into the next field and make for the far right corner keeping the river to your right.  Cross the foot bridge and turn left on 206°.  You should see a gate straight ahead of you leading onto the road.  Go through the gate and turn right on 292°.  Go over the bridge and follow the road round to the left at Beechnut and Honeysuckle Lodges.  This will take you straight back into Lustleigh.


	Poor Weather Notes
	The fields can be boggy and the final stretch described in Section 5 can be wet.
	Escape Routes
	

	Expected Departure Time
	
	Expected Arrival Time
	

	Parking
	There is no car park in Lustleigh so parking is on the roadside where permitted.  There is signage where parking is prohibited.  Lustleigh hosts a big May Day activity on the Saturday of the May Day weekend where parking may be chargeable and restricted.

	Toilets
	Lustleigh.  No details about opening/closing time.

	Telephone
	Lustleigh.

	Pubs/Teashops/Cafes etc
	Lustleigh: Tea Shop (01647 277 365), Post Office/shop.

	Date of last edit
	24/05/2007

	Version Control
	1
Original route written by Phil Vaughan.
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