	Group Name
	Exeter Outdoor Group
	No in Group
	
	Leader/Contact Details
	
	Date
	

	Route Summary & Distance
	Haddon Hill car park, Haddon Lane, Haddon Farm, Bury, Machine Cross, Hele Bridge, Jury Cross, Heleball Lane, Hollam Cross, Brackhole Wood, Bury Hill, Bury, Hartford, Wimbleball Lake Dam, deer park, Haddon Hill car park.  Approx 15km.

	Map Used
	OS Explorer 114 - Exeter & the Exe Valley (Edition A 1997)

	GR (Start)
	SX970285 (Haddon Hill car park)
	GR (Finish) or ‘Circular’
	Circular

	Other Contacts
	


	From
	GR
	To
	GR
	Bearing (°M)
	Notes

	1. Car park
	SX970285
	Haddon Farm
	SX955282
	280
	To start the walk, return to the entrance of the car park at the road.  At the side of the house (Frogwell Lodge) directly off the road you will see a track – Haddon Lane.  Follow the lane all the way to Haddon Farm.

	2. Haddon Farm
	SX955282
	Bury
	SX945273
	226
	After arriving at the farm carry on past the house on the left and you will see a sign to a bridleway at approx 226°.  Take this path which goes downhill.  Following or during wet weather, this path can be muddy and slippery.  After about 450m turn right on 246° and follow the track into Bury.  There are plenty of places for a tea stop on this track.  Alternatively, press on into Bury and take a rest on the seat by the bridge.

	3. Bury
	SX945273
	Machine Cross
	SX937277
	330
	When the track meets the road in Bury turn right on 330°.  (The phone box is just to the left on the opposite side of the road.)  Cross the bridge next to the ford.  (Having crossed the bridge, there is a post box set into the wall of the house immediately on the right.)  Follow the road round to the left and continue to reach Machine Cross at SX937277.

	4. Machine Cross
	SX937277
	Hollam Cross
	SX924287
	
	At Machine Cross, you will join the B3222 which merges from the right, adjacent o a sign to Hunts Farm.  Join this road and cross almost immediately to take the right fork signed as no entry to traffic.  Then turn right to join the A396 signed to Dulverton and Minehead and continue for about 100m.  Turn left on 276° to re-join the B3222 signed to Dulverton.  Cross Hele Bridge and continue up Jury Hill.  This road can be busy.  After about 900m, the road levels and you will see two signs on the left hand side of the road; one for Pixton Stables and one for Jury Road.  Continue for about 30m and turn right on 350° into Heleball Lane, signed ‘Restricted byway to Hollam Cross 3/4 ‘.  Adjacent you will see Hele House, a rather grand house with a substantial conservatory.  Continue until the track meets the road at Hollam Cross.

	5. Hollam Cross
	SX924287
	A396
	SX929296
	58
	At Hollam Cross, consider the field immediately on the left as a lunch stop, although technically, this might be trespassing.  If not (or after lunch) take the track on the right at 58° signed ‘Brockhole’.  The track descends and after approx 200m curves to the left (the right hand track is marked as private).  An alternative lunch spot is along here on the right, looking down to the A396, the River Exe and Barlynch Farm.  Walking on down, the track levels a little where there is a ‘junction’ and you can continue straight on or take a hairpin right turn on 164° to walk down to the River Exe.  Either way brings you to the river and the footbridge to get to the A396 at SX929296.

	6. A396
	SX929296
	B3222
	SX939298
	
	Cross the foot bridge and turn right to walk along the A396 facing the oncoming traffic.  After about 100m cross the road and take a hairpin left turn onto a track at SX930295 on 350° signed ‘Restricted byway’.  The path turns sharp right after about 100m and continues through Brockhole Wood until meeting the B3222 at SX939298.  This part of the walk is tough, gaining around 160m in height over about 800m over some rough ground.

	7. B3222
	SX939298
	Bury Lodge
	SX945277
	178
	At the B3222 turn right on 178° and continue for approx 1.1km.  About half way along you can see Wimbleball Lake Dam to the left.  At the point where the road bears to the right, there is a white house on the right and alongside, an entrance to property signed as ‘Property of the League Against Cruel Sports’.  Take the track the track signed ‘Restricted byway Bury’ on 132°.  After about 800m the track meets a ‘T-junction’ with the track to the left and descending to the right.  You can see the river ahead and below you.  Take the descending right hand track on 200° to join a lane and see Bury Lodge at SX945277.

	8. Bury Lodge
	SX945277
	Hartford
	SX959293
	350
	At Bury Lodge take a hairpin left turn on 350°.  Follow the track with the River Haddeo on the right.  You are now at the bottom of a valley and the walking is flat until you reach the dam.

	9. Hartford
	SX959293
	Wimbleball Lake Dam
	SX965293
	
	Approaching Hartford you will pass the fishery.  You then pass a yellow cottage on the left – Hartford Lodge.  Bear right (signed ‘Public bridleway to Upton 2 1/2 .  Go through a gate (signed Hartford Mill.  Carry on straight ahead following the bridleway sign between two wooden rail fences.  At the river turn left and after about 30m cross the river over the footbridge.  Turn left on 20°.  Continue between two more wooden rail fences.  Turn right on 40° to join a concrete access road (Lady Harriet’s Drive, signed ‘Bridleway to Upton’) which merges from the left and follow this road, climbing up to the southern end of the dam at SX965293.

	10. Wimbleball Lake Dam
	SX965293
	Haddon Hill car park
	SX973291
	
	From the southern end of the dam, take the path signed ‘Upton 2 Path suitable for summer use only’ keeping the lake immediately on the left.  This path takes you very close to the lake at times.  (There is an alternative route returning to the car park which I hadn’t tested as at 16/03/2007.)  After about 400m you reach the deer park on the right, which is an open green field area.  After reaching it, walk for about another 30m to reach a stile.  Cross the stile and walk straight ahead for about 20m and turn left on 64° to join a track.  Follow this track for about 250m to reach a gate.  Go through the gate and the track climbs.  After about 100m the track levels an curves to the left.  Here, take a track to the right (the sign is ahead and to the left ‘Footpath to car park’).  The track climbs then levels at a ‘T-junction’.  The track here and for the next 100m or so can be very indistinct.  Turn right for about 10m then left on 210°.  Again, the path is indistinct at times, but becomes almost a gulley.  Keep on the same bearing, have faith, brook no arguments from the gorse and you will come to the eastern end of the car park straight ahead of you.  There are several gate options.


	Poor Weather Notes
	River Haddeo valley area may be liable to flooding.  Bridleways may be muddy and slippery after rain.  The path next to Wimbleball Lake may be inaccessible during very wet weather – an alternative path is signed at the dam.
	Escape Routes
	

	Expected Departure Time
	
	Expected Arrival Time
	

	Parking
	Haddon Hill car park (SX970285).

	Toilets
	Haddon Hill car park.

	Telephone
	Bury

	Pubs/Teashops/Cafes etc
	None

	Date of last edit
	16/03/2007

	Version Control
	1
Original route written by Phil Vaughan.
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